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Being the President of the organisation - Gurdwara Management Committee 
Bangladesh, | feel privileged to appreciate, congratulate and honour Mr. Abinash 
Mahapatra for the vast researches on Sikh History he has done which has taken the 
shape of 38 books. A book entitled The Sikh History of Bangladesh is one of them. 
Ata tender age of 21, his literary works are not only a boon to the Sikh religion but 
also for the lovers of Sikh Gurus. His works are incomparable and I can assure that 
no one has taken such initiative ever in this age. He is youngest of all the authors in 
the field of Sikh Literature and research. | had the privilege to go through this book 
and I can briefly express that he has given authentic information regarding the 
Bangladesh Sikh History which can be considered as an initiative to revive the lost 
Sikh History of this country. Being a meritorious student & exceptional musician, he 
has taken up the mission of spreading the essence of Sikh religion to every corner of 
the globe. 


Mr. Abinash might have gone through innumerable pains and paid enormous efforts 
to bring to the Sikh History in front of the mankind. It is indeed a blessing for him 
that he could accomplish such deeds at a tender age. In this 550" birth anniversary 
of Guru Nanak the Sikh communal will warmly welcome the works of Mr. Abinash. 
I extend my best wishes and hope that Mr. Abinash will bring out such works in 
future. 
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Although innumerable scholars have attempted to work on Sikh History w.r.t. the Sikh 
Historicity of Bangladesh, there have always been some gaps that do not accomplish the 
mandatory attributes that are implied to be a must to be covered through an author’s pen. The 
divine initiative of bridging this gap has been successfully achieved by Sri Abinash 
Mahapatra, a youthful Sikh History Scholar who has been endowed with several honors from 
various Takhat Sahibs, Gurdwaras, and Sikh Religious and Educational Institutions. Presently 
being the President of Punjabi Global Foundation (Odisha Chapter), his work in hand, "The 
Sikh History of Bangladesh," is similar to a magnum opus where the author has portrayed 
every single aspect of the past annals, represented his immense respect for Guru Sahibs, and 
also chronologically sequenced the events, from which it can be undoubtedly asserted that 
such a scholarly work, including such information on this province, has never been 
performed by any academician till date. We wholeheartedly congratulate Sri Abinash 
Mahapatra for his publication on Bangladesh’s Sikh History and for bringing to light this 
masked religious heritage. 
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An Introduction To The Bangladesh Sikh History 


Self - Spirits alone cannot aid in penning a historical manuscript. It is only the clemency of my Masters - The 
Sikh Gurus and the supreme formless lord - Waheguru Ji who have chosen a reckless person like me to pen the Sikh 
History. It is my confidence that if | banquet the Sikh Philosophy without having a prior knowledge of Sikh History and 
the degree to which the Sikh religion has spread its roots by the celestial trails of Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji Maharaj and the succeeding Sikh Guru(s), then | am a leaf without knowing that | am a part of a tree. The Sikh History 
if investigated in detail will be considered as an illumination of the soul. Hence, the method of my mission to spread 
Sikh Theology and Philosophy is only by educating the mass with the Sikh History. | can affirm and assure that study 
of the Sikh Chronicles is a means of understanding the self to high depths & instigate to build the life in a wiser and 
serene manner. Bangladesh is the land of lavish green scenery and abundant rivers gives dwelling to the world’s 


lengthiest seashore and largest inlet (Bay of Bengal). 


Historically, this realm was a part of India and has been reborn twice, once as East Pakistan and again as 
Bangladesh. Etymologically, the word Bangladesh is derived from kindred Vanga as mentioned in ancient scriptures 
penned around 500 B.C. to 500 A.D. This historicity of this place was highly augmented by the visit of Sikh Guru Sahiban 
: Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj and Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj. Aftermath to 
Nauwey Patshah Ji, this province was consecrated by the Huqumnama Sahiban of Dashmesh Pita Jagatguru Sahib Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji Maharaj. Plentiful Gurdwara(s) were recognized in their reminiscence. By the time the Sikh Gurus 
voyaged this region, it was under the province of West Bengal while it was corresponding to the year of 1971 when 
partition befallen & Bangladesh was formed. There were 152 Gurdwara Sahiban all across the realm of Bangladesh 


from which 32 were in the province of Dhaka only. 


Those were the black days when the war of liberation befell on this country and the Sikh Shrines suffered 


huge loss for this. Only 5 Historical Gurdwara(s) are remnant with Gurdwara Sri Guru Nanakshahi being the Principle 
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Gurdwara Sahib. If | generate a comprehensive and chronological plotting of the places enduring today allied with Guru 
Sahiban, it would be : Sylhet, Dhaka, Mymensingh and Chittagong. | hereby confer my empathetic thankfulness to The 
Hon. Prime Minister of Bangladesh and Chairman of Gurdwara Management Committee Bangladesh — Mr. D Poresh Lal 
Ji Beghi along with Sardar Singhbir Singh Ji from Chittagong and Sardar Bikramjeet Singh Ji from Mymensingh. | render 
my utmost gratitude at the very ends of Gyani Kamaljit Singh : The Hon. Head Granthi Sahib of Gurdwara Sri Guru 
Nanakshahi Sahib, Dhaka who were my paramount forte while | was researching on the areas of this country. | also 
convey my dep sense of gratitude at the very ends of Hon. Jathedar Sahib : Singh Sahib Baba Kulwant Singh Ji & Hon. 
Dhupia : Singh Sahi Baba Raam Singh Ji of Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Abchalnagar Sahib Ji (Nanded) whose regal 


presence enlightens and influences to flourish midst every solitary phase of my life. 


Thence goes my boundless salutes to Singh Sahib Sant Baba Major Singh Ji (Hon. Jathedar Sahib) of Panth 
Akali Dashmesh Tarna Dal Panjva Nishan, Chalda Vahir Chakravarty Nihang Singha, Singh Sahib Baba Joga Singh Ji 
(Present 16th Jathedar Sahib : Mist Shaheedan Tarna Dal Baba Bakala Sahib), Singh Sahib Gyani Gurvinder Singh Ji 
Nangli (Mukhi : Bhai Nand Lal Ji Gurmat Academy & Anandpuri Taksal Sri Sarbloh Bunga Jatha Nangli), Singh Sahib 
Baba Mehtab Singh Ji Bhamboi (Gurdwara Sri Akaal Bunga Gurmat Vidyalaya Bhamboi) of Misl Shaheedan Tarna Dal, 
Sri Baba Bakala Sahib who presage to be my keynote strength. Aftermath | bequeath my boundless thankfulness for 
Singh Sahib Giani Darshan Singh Shastri (Sri Dharam Dhuja Nirmal Akhara), Saabka Head Granthi Singh Sahib Gyani 
Partap Singh Ji (Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib), Singh Sahib Giani Tanveer Singh Ji Shahu (Takhat Sachkhand Sri 
Hazur Sahib) & Sri Taposhi Lal Choudhary (Hon. Secretary : Gurdwara Management Committee Bangladesh) who have 


always stood by me in every solitary juncture of my life. 


ane Eta Ht aT wear) etfoag st fer sfso |) +44 


Guru Panth Da Daas, 


Abinash Mahapatra. 
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The Sikh History of Bangladesh 


Leafing over the folios of Golden Sikh Chronicles, one can make out that traversing through 
numerous provinces of Assam (Kamrup Desh), Sargun Saroopi Parbrahm : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji Maharaj sedentary on a boat along with His Rababi Consort : Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji stepped into 
the jurisdiction of Sylhet (Bangladesh) stationed on the banks of Surma River. Halting in this realm nearly 
for a month, the Compassionate Master sanctified almost the unabridged humanoid masses. The eminent 
of those amidst multitude who emanated in the Sangat can be enumerated as Chishti Disciples of Sufi Saint 
Sultan-Ul-Mashaikh, Mahbub-E-llahi, Sheikh Khwaja Sayyid Muhammad Nizamuddin Auliya and Sajjada 
Nasheen, Khanqah-Ul-Baba Farid, Muhammad Sheikh Ibrahim. 


The mystical cognizance of these Sufi Partisans being ignited from the Divine Transcendence of 
Gulrukh E Badshah : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj, they transformed themselves to be 
Nanakpanthi(s) thus leading a life in accordance to the Gurmat Dogmatics as bequeathed by Master. Giani 
Thakar Singh Ji of Hoshiarpur consorted by his father : Sanmanyog Bhai Mahan Singh Ji has made an all- 
embracing voyage to the Historical Sikh Shrines and authored an opus : Sri Gurdware Darshan where he has 
comprehensively cited about the Sikh Historicity of Sylhet. He pens that in this realm persisted Sri Debi 
Prasad Bose who transpired to be a Tantric Intellectual. Immersed in profound egotism by exemplifying 


superiority on locales, he failed to beckon the ill use of Tantric Spells. 


Conceding the visit of Aalam E Nafiis : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj in Sylhet, Sri 
Debi Prasad Bose made up his mind to pay a visit and depict Guru Sahib Ji as an inferior persona to his 
contrast. Commencing to spell his incantations upon Maharaj Guru Pehli Patshah Ji, the Tantric Academic 
could discern his incapacity and thus getting dog-tired, he confessed his mistakes and transmuted into a 


Stern Nanakpanthi. It has also been exhumed from the local annals that in the later phases of life, Sri Debi 
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Prasad Bose renounced his Tantric Brilliances and breathed his last by spreading the Ethos of Gur Sikhi all 
across the realm of Sylhet. Aftermath to all these procurances, when the Master and His Rababi were on a 


stage of exodus, Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji begun probing : 
" Zahira Zahoor Guru Patshah Ji, where do we go now?" 
The Master with a grin retorted : 


" Mardana Ji, lam engrossed in the oceanic nectar of divine love. To wherever He commands me, | will move on adhering 


to His Huqum". 
The Guru’s Rababi articulated : 
“ Let me seek some info about neighboring places. ” 
In retortion, the Master enunciated : 
" Mardana Ji, just wait. The Master does everything." 
Astoundingly, a yacht arrived whose driver spoke : 
" 0 Embodied Parmeshar, | have come here to fetch You." 


Subsequently, sailing for few junctures sedentary on yacht, Hazira Hazoor Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji Maharaj and Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji stepped into the realm of Shivpur Village in Amritvela which lies 
to the north of Dhaka. This province being influential for eminent river banks resulted in boosting transport, 
warehouses, and sooq for which it seems to have been endorsed as one of the well-established zones 
corresponding to that epoch. Guru Sahib Ji indicated Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji to pluck the strings of his 
Rabab and commenced rendering Dhur Ki Bani. The local congregation as well as innumerable saints 
presumed flocking around Pehli Patshah Ji as Swarm of Bees encircling a Beehive. Commencing to fall at 


His Lotus Feet, they all were consecrated with Akhand Simran of Waheguru Naam. 


From Shivpur, Guru Maharaj ensued towards Rangpur prevailing amidst the realm of Kantnagar. 
Here, The Emperor of Dhaka : Sultan Ala-Ud-Din Hussain Shah paid a Regal Homage to Gulrukh E Aalam, 


Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj consorted by his Imperial Ministry and a substantial throng. 
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Subsequently, Parbrahm in His Sargun Saroop : Hazur Pehli Patshah Ji sauntered towards Faridpur where 
persisted an altar commemorating the Master’s Presence in this zone. Aftermath to Faridpur, the Lotus Feet 
of Guru Sahib Ji caressed the soil of Jaffarabad where He primordially enlightened potters of Rayer Bazar 
by rendering Shabad Gurbani attuned to the Harmonious Rabab of Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji. The 


inhabitants of this milieu solemnly implored the Master : 


“ Guruvar, we have such massive dearth of consumable water that at times we discern ourselves incompetent even for 


quenching our thirst. We appeal at Your Charan Kamal to sanctify us with a source of Drinking Water.” 


Hearkening to this Devout Imploration, the Ever-Compassionate Master commanded His Rababi 
Consort : Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji to commence tunnelling a well which when accomplished, He Himself 
put forth His Consecrated Feet into the stemmed up underground water and thus procured a Celestial 
Transmogrification amidst which the water from normalcy got transpired as Charan Amrit of Guru Sahib Ji. 
The juncture encompassing Guru Maharaj Ji’s halt in this province corresponds to the Month of Chaitra 
which witnessed a significant multitude engrossing humanoid of all faiths. Sri Charan Amrit of Guru Sahib 
Ji which connotes to be the well’s content conceded incredible energies. The incorrigible of all ailments as 


well as the adverse of all stances used to get rehabilitated from this Amrit. 


The next halts of Guru Maharaj Ji have been scrutinized to be present day Urdu Bazar (formerly 
known as Shutra Sahi) and English Road. In these realms, the Master had comprehensive dialogues with 
Maulvi(s) as well as Pandit(s) of Dhakeshwari Temple who then transmogrified to be Nanakpanthi(s). 
Additionally, in these regions amidst a short juncture halt, the locale feminine used to prepare garlands 
and offer them at the Lotus Feet of Guru Maharaj Ji. The aura of these zones were enchanted by the Divine 
Gur Shabad(s) rendered by Murshid O Aalam Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj attuned to the 
Rabab of Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji. At the stint of exodus whilst the Sangat was shedding blobs, Guru 


Sahib Ji commanded them to keep intact Sri Waheguru Simran. 


Hereon, the Solitary Sovereign of all Ethers : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj strolled 
towards Ramana which is currently acknowledged as Shujatpur. Here, an eminent sage of Dhaka Sri Nathe 


Shah Ji paid obeisance to Zahira Zahoor Pehli Patshah Ji and was sanctified to be His enthusiast. Even Loonia 
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Siddh who has been scrutinized to be an intense practitioner of Hath Yoga was consecrated by Badshah E 
Paigambar : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj and was directed to perform Sri Waheguru Naam 
Simran with enormous love. A Muslim saint named Sheikh Ahmed who though held rigorous fasts and could 
not attain peace of mind came to Guru Sahib Ji and sought His guidance. Adhering to the Master’s Hukum, 


the saint himself got reformed into a Nanakpanthi. 


A few additional hermits : Sant Reva Daas Ji, Sant Shyam Lal Nath Ji, Sant Chandan Nath Ji, and 
Sant Narayan Daas Ji who though presumed to be superlative Yogi(s) of their epoch, were unable to attain 
the mind’s liberative ecstasy. Astoundingly, they capitulated themselves at The Master’s Feet imploring to 
seek His Mercy. Guru Maharaj Ji bequeathed upon them the oceanic nectar of Gur Sikhi thus transmuting 
them into Nanakpanthi(s) who breathed their last with Sri Waheguru Naam Simran. Legend prevails that 
once during a dusky twilight, a conversation transpired amidst The Master and His Rababi Cohort in context 


of Saints and their Spiritual Evolution. Bhai Sahib Bhai Mardana Ji enquired : 


“The saints who came to you were on execution of numerous religious atonements. Why could not they still accomplish a 
Pious mindset ?” 


Guru Patshah Ji retorted : 


“Mardana Ji, most of the saints get busy in Yogic practices which they claim to be the detachment of mind and end 
everything there itself. Some saints get into supernatural powers for worldly gains and turn hypnotists (Tantric). Some 
saints combine these both but do not have any eagerness to reach the Lord. Howsoever one may try to practice severe 
religious penances, can never reach the Lord unless an infinite love is emerged within the soul of which the Lord Himself is 
thirst of. Nanak speaks the truth that the true path to attain eternal bliss is to eternally chaunt Sri Waheguru Naam. ” 


The antique chronicles also reveal that Hazrat Shah Ali, Sheikh Nusrat Shah Ala-Ud-Din, Peer Baba 
Salih Shah Baha-Ud-Din, and Baba Ahmed Shah consorted with an assemblage of five deca Sufi Saints 
deliberated their reverential love and devoutness at the Sacred Feet of Guru Sahib Ji and endured to 
proliferate the crux of Gurmat Dogmatics amidst their enthusiasts. Gyaan Khadag Dey Malik : Jagatguru 
Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj has also stepped into the province of Sonargaon (Sonar Nagar) where 


innumerable Bengali as well as Sufi Saints got sanctified by the Divine Master. On the outskirts of this very 
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realm, there persisted an altar on which Hazrat Baba Nanak Shah Ji got sedentary and voiced His Discourses. 


Aftermath, Guru Sahib Ji sauntered towards the province of Mymensingh. 


On the banks of Brahmaputra River, thus transpired Sri Nanak Darbar where Qudrat descended to 
have a glimpse of the Sargun Saroopi Qadar who was imbued in ecstasy whilst rendering His Divine Gur 
Shabad(s). However, the place where Guru Sahib Ji halted is contemporarily stationed in the estate of 
Ganginarpar. When Guru Maharaj Ji commenced His Discourses, the congregation incremented alike flies 
and people got profoundly influenced by His disposition. They implored Jagatguru Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
citing the prerequisite of fresh drinking water for which Aalam E Shahenshah Satguru Pehli Patshah Ji 
commanded for a well to be burrowed. To everyone’s astonishment, when the underground water stemmed 
up, it was discerned to be sweetened as akin to that of nectar. Tramping from Mymensingh towards Kolkata, 


Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji rested for few days in Chittagong. 


The terrestrial measurement of Chittagong positions this town on the right bank of Karnaphuli River 
which is even considered to be a chief harbour of Bangladesh, being the country’s largest port. The exact 
destination where Satguru Garib Niwaz : Guru Pehli Patshah Ji halted is 20 kms apart from the river mouth. 
Subsequent to binary days, the regal carpenter Bhai Jhanda Ji paid homage to the Divine Master and 


proffered Him some fruits for which Peer O Murshid, Pehli Akaal Nanak Roopi Jyot articulated : 
“Have I travelled far off distances and stepped herein to receive your offerings ” ? 


Bhai Jhanda Ji thence implored Hazur Guru Sahib Ji for transmuting him into one of His Sevadaar 
and thus bequeath upon him His Sanctified Commands to accomplish the mission of life. Guru Patshah Ji 
placed His celestial hands upon the cranium of Bhai Jhanda Ji and thus, he got imbued amidst the ocean of 
mystical ecstasy. Once while riding on his stallion, Yuvraj Inder Sen Ji came across the unparalleled 
numinous persona of Parbrahm Sargun Saroop : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj and was 
astounded to embark Bhai Jhanda Ji imbibed in such a state of Samadh, thus wholly engrossed midst the 


Essence of Parmeshar. With all his piousness, Yuvraj Inder Sain Ji said to Guruji : 


“ Solemnly conferring my Salutations, I pray you to Bless me and wreck all the delusions encircling my wavering mind ”. 


7|Page 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Consecrated by the Benevolent Master, Yuvraj Inder Sen Ji commenced attending the Daily Darbar 
of Hazur Pehli Patshah Ji and on a juncture Bhai Jhanda Ji was engrossed so intensely in his contemplation 
that he had to be soak for re-attaining his consciousness. Zahira Zahoor Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj 
was so moved by the piousness of Bhai Jhanda Ji that He appointed him as the Incharge of Chittagong’s Sri 
Manji Sahib (Patshahi Pehli). 


This news proliferated alike wildfire and when Maharaja Sudhar Sen hearkened this procurance and 
discerned a huge congregation of Guru Sahib Ji, he decided to beckon Him to his citadel. On the contrary, 
his son Yuvraj Indra Sen who presaged to be an earnest admirer of Guru Patshah Ji familiarized his father 
with Him and insisted him to saunter himself for paying homage to the Master. The king got ardent to Guru 
Sachey Patshah Ji and proffered at His ends with substantial proffering, yet the Master denied to accept 
and directed them to be dispersed amidst congregation. The locale inhabitants prayed Satguru Garib Niwaz 


for fresh water for every potable source to be brackish. 


Maharaj Guru Pehli Patshah Ji Himself burrowed a well from which stemmed up sweetened water 
to everyone’s bewilderment. This well was documented as a solitary moniker throughout the realm of 
Chittagong and was attended by innumerable congregations for attaining the Master’s Bliss. Hereon, Guru 
Sahib Ji ensued towards Sandwip Island where Maharaja Madhur Chandra Bain paid Him his obeisance. He 
fervently beseeched Guru Patshah Ji to halt in his citadel to which He consented and herein, the Raja 
attained Divine Elucidation based on the Conceptualization of True Guru. Maharaja Madhur Bain fell at the 


Lotus Feet of Guru Sahib Ji and sought His heavenly benediction. 


Putting an exodus from this realm, Satguru Garib Niwaz Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj stepped 
into Paharthali where a Sufi Sage had his refuge. Aftermath hearkening to an intensified dialogue of 
Jagatguru Pehli Akaal Nanak Roopi Jyot with the Saint, not only the pious Sufi, but also his disciples could 
apprehend the divinity of Guru Sahib Ji and bowed ahead of Him. This puts a culmination to Hazur Sachey 
Patshah Ji’s voyage to the nation of Bangladesh subsequent to which | will be deliberating about the 
establishment of Antique Manji Sahiban pertaining to Guru Sahib Ji’s visit which got initially instigated 


amidst the celestial era of Baba Sri Chand Ji, The sole rejuvenator of Udasin Parampara. For the 
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commencement of Sikh Dharam Parchar Prasaar Seva, Param Pujya Baba Sri Chand Ji Himself visited this 
realm and re-constructed the Manji Sahiban which were erstwhile caressed by the Akaal’s / Parbrahm 
Sargun Saroopi : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj for which significant dedication was 
rendered by the devout Gur Sikh of Pehli Patshah : Bhai Jhanda Ji. 


The quantifiable estimation of these established Manji Sahiban can be accounted to more than 300. 
Primordially, Chhevin Patshah Ji appointed His Son : Sanmanyog Baba Gurditta Ji and further he chosen 
Gurmukh Pyare Bhai Almast Ji and Bhai Mohan Ji from Punjab for this venture who initially re-organized the 
Manji Sahiban prevailing at Ramana, Shivpur, Kantnagar, Faridpur, English Road, Urdu Bazar, Jaffarabad, 
Sonargaon and Shujatpur provinces of Dhaka which were later transformed into Gurdwara Sahiban. The 
Emperor of Dhaka : Sultan Ala-Ud-Din Hussain Shah who had paid obeisance to Guru Pehli Patshah Ji begun 
raising the Historic Well as well as correspondingly subsidized for constructing the Manji Sahiban. 
Aftermath, Bhai Natha Ji was chosen as the Concierge of these Gur Asthaan(s). Additionally, Bhai Natha Ji 
constructed a well as well in the premises of Sri Shujatpur Nanakshahi Manji Sahib for rendering Seva to the 
Sangat(s) and even looked after the Itihaasik Gur Asthaan stationed at Sylhet which Sri Devi Prasad Bose 
used to look after commemorating the Divine Udasi of Zahira Zahoor : Pehli Akaal Nanak Roopi Jyot : 


Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj to this province. 


Eventually, modifications were also conferred upon the Manji Sahib established at Chowk Bazar 
(Chittagong) and Bhai Jhanda Ji endured to look after its administration & Diurnal Seva. The expenses of 
this Manji Sahib were all financed by Maharaja Sri Chandra Sen Ji & Yuvraj Sri Indra Sen Ji who breathed 
their last bequeathing their intense Seva Virti for the Sikh Shrines whilst Bhai Baluki Daas Ji was appointed 
as the Masand for this province. Consecutively, Sagal Srisht Di Chadar, Dharam Da Rakha : Jagatguru Sahib 
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj stepped into this province through Sylhet where persisted Raja Raam Rai 
Ji : The Guru’s Adherent who presaged to be the Solitary Sovereign of Jantia Hills and nearby provinces. It 
is momentous to note hereby that Raja Raam Rai Ji accompanied Zahra Zahoor Guru Sahib Ji throughout 
His All-Engrossing Trails in Bangladesh. In Sylhet, Guru Sahib Ji spent the whole of Rainy Season at the 
residence of Raja Raam Rai Ji where Paawan Pavittar Sylhet Sangat was established. The organizational 


embellishment of this Sangat was rendered by the Gur Sikh(s) of Habiganj District’s Tierce Villages, namely 
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Nabiganj, Jantia and Khasia Hills. Here, the congregations from various regions such as Suharpara of 
Sunamganj District as well as Amirganj District used to flock for having a glimpse of the Eternal Nauvin 


Akaal Nanak Roopi Jyot : The Solitary Sher E Shamshir prevailing in this cosmos. 


In Dhaka, Zahira Zahoor Nauwey Patshah Ji initially visited the Dharamshala commemorating the 
memory of Satguru Garib Niwaz : Guru Pehli Patshah Ji. The locales thronged towards the Master for having 
His Celestial Darshan Deedar. Prior to the Master’s influx in Sangat Tolla Region, Masand Bhai Baluki Daas 
Ji used to sojourn here with his old mother. He kept a cradle in his abode, thus imploring and expecting 
Guru Sahib Ji to get sedentary on his cradle. The Master thus visited his abode, and sat on his crib where 
congregations used to be held. These narrations enthused the inhabitants to get erected a Guru Ghar where 
more such congregations can be held. The local governor Shiasta Khan was intensely stimulated by Guru 
Sahib Ji’s Divine personality. The consequence of this was excises were collected from the unabridged town 
excluding the Guru Ghar of Sher E Shamshir : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj for which 


even a Shahi Farman was issued with the imperial stamp of Badshah Aurangzeb. 


It was here in Dhaka that Zahira Zahoor, Satguru Garib Niwaz Guru Nauwey Patshah discerned to 
the natality of His Celestial Shahebzaada : Sri Gobind Rai Ji at Patna Sahib. This news was conveyed to Guru 
Sahib Ji through Bhai Dayal Daas Ji’s Letter in retortion to which The Master issued an Edict (Huqumnama 
Sahib) amidst which He consecrated the Sangat of Patna Sahib and assured them of their services to be 
significantly welcomed at Sachkhand. Even Guru Sahib Ji cited that those who are serving Shahebzaada 
Gobind Rai Ji will be substantially bequeathed with prosperity. Above all, the Master had also inscribed that 
He has sent a Robe of Honour for Bhai Dayal Daas Ji along with His Edict and proclaimed that Patna is the 
Residence of Guru (Patna Guru ka Ghar Hai). This Huqumnama Sahib can yet be accessed at Takhat 
Sachkhand Sri Harimandar Ji Patna Sahib (Bihar). 


When the Master begun to sally Dhaka, the old mother of Bhai Baluki Daas Ji shedding her pious 
blobs implored to Guru Sahib Ji that it was a prodigious preference to have His day-to-day Darshan for an 
extensive stretch but aftermath to exodus, she won’t grip any means for the same. The Benevolent Master 


on hearkening to the appeal of old mother called upon an artist and assured that she can have His Darshan 
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even in His absenteeism through this painting. Bhai Baluki Daas Ji then called upon Ahsan the imperial 
artiste to get the portrait of Nauwey Patshah Ji’s Paawan Pavittar Saroop tinted. The painter bequeathed 
finest of all touch to acquire the Master’s Portrait with all-engrossing aptness. But astoundingly, when Ahsan 
begun Sketching the Sri Mukh of Sher E Shamshir : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj, he 


discerned himself to be envisaged for the Akaal’s Ruhani Luminosities. 


Hence, Guru Sahib Ji Himself had to fetch the brush and render a final touch to the painting. This 
chronicle has been pertinently deliberated amidst the Panth’s Magnum Opuses : Sri Mahima Prakash Granth 
and Gur Partap Sri Suraj Prakash Granth. Whilst travelling towards Chittagong from Dhaka, the Master halted 
for a while at Amirganj where He issued binary Huqumnama (Edicts) for Patna Sahib amidst which in one 
some basic necessities (Tents) were sought whilst in other, the Sangat of Patna was directed to proffer 
Daswandh for constructing an expansive residence for His Shahebzaada as Patna is the Residence of Guru. 
The next destination of halt for Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji was at Agartala (Tripura) where Raja Rattan Rai, 
the solitary Son of Raja Raam Rai Ji conferred a grand welcome upon the Master by firing the canons and 


showers of blossoms. Later, a Manji Sahib was established commemorating The Master’s Divine Visit. 


Subsequently, Sagal Srisht Di Chadar : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj ensued 
towards Cumilla District through the banks of Gomti River where He visited the villages of Laksam and 
Daulatganj, thus ultimately stepping into the province of Chittagong. Establishing magnificent 
congregations at Hathazari Village of Sitakund, Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji trailed towards Dohazari which 
presage to be one of the prominent destinations for Him. Here a dog turned out to be the Master’s Precious 
and at an occurrence was seized by a crocodile. Guru Maharaj Ji commanded the crocodile for canine’s 
rescue and it did so. This news proliferated alike war fire and hearkening to this, a Muslim Zamindar 
transformed himself to be Guruji’s most devout disciple and sought an autograph from Him which is yet 


preserved at Remnants Section of Chittagong’s District Court Complex. 


Consecutively traversing towards Banskali, Dharam Da Rakha : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Ji Maharaj established a Sangat on which a Jaghir of 1000 was conferred. Synonymous such Manji 


Sahiban were also established at Jorarganj, Feni, Kanchannagar and Mirsarai provinces of Chittagong as well 
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as one was also established at Kumira Realm of Sathkhira District. Trailing further, Hazira Hazur Guru 
Nauwey Patshah Ji entered into the province of West Bengal which marks an end to the scrutiny of His 
Travels in the jurisdiction of Bangladesh. It is noteworthy to embark hereby that when Satguru Nauwey 
Patshah Ji commenced departing from Patna Sahib to Sri Anandpur Sahib, Bhai Baluki Daas Ji had dispatched 
from Dhaka a Gold Palanquin for Shahebzaada Sri Gobind Rai Ji. Legend prevails that Shahebzaada Sri 


Gobind Rai Ji has Himself indited a letter to Bhai Baluki Daas Ji for the same. 


When the artefact was delivered at Sri Patna Sahib, it was discerned to be embellished with gold & 
pearls with hawks, camels as well as elephants ornamented on it thru superlative audacious carvings. 
However, the perpetual Shahebzaada could smell a rat in its purity and hence, He proclaimed therein that 
it was made of 1:9 parts of golds whilst rest presage to be of copper. To expose the shameful fraudulent 
practices of these Masand(s), Shahebzaada Sri Gobind Rai Ji commanded for the palanquin to be set on fire 
in the majestic presence of Gur Roopi Saadh Sangat Ji. However, when Bhai Baluki Daas Ji later visited Sri 
Anandpur Sahib and sought mercy from Guru Dasven Patshah Ji, the Benevolent Master bequeathed upon 
him His clemency and thus consecrated the Masand of Dhaka. Also, a substantial number of Devout Gur 


Sikh(s) accompanied with bhai Baluki Daas Ji from Dhaka and sought the Master’s Grace. 


Aftermath, Sahib E Ikleel Aalam E Raushan : Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji Maharaj issued 
Huqumnama Sahiban for the Sangat of Sylhet, Dhaka, and Chittagong. In one Huqumnama, Dasam Pita Ji 
commanded to Bhai Hulas Chand Ji, Bhai Bakshi Chand Ji and to the Saadh Sangat to deliver combat 
elephants whilst in the other, Guru Sahib Ji substituted the Masand of Dhaka from Bhai Baluki Daas Ji to 
Bhai Hulas Chand Ji considering his significant ageing. Subsequently, Raja Rattan Rai of Tripura along with 
his mother visited Sri Anandpur Sahib Ji and proffered the Parsadi Mammoth which was utmost precious for 
Guru Dasven Patshah Ji. Post to these ongoings, Pari Bibi Ji who presaged to be a descendant of Nawab 
Shiasta Khan, the Governor of Bangladesh renovated the Manji Sahib of Dhaka and transformed it into an 
Itihaasik Gurdwara : Sri Guru Nanakshahi Sahib, (Shujatpur) Dhaka. 


The construction of the building was completed around 1830 and the present day Gurdwara is the 


foundation which was made in 1989- 1990. Pari Bibi Ji also built Gurdwara(s) at Sangat Tola and various 
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other sites related to the visit of Pehli and Nauvin Patshah Ji where their relics got preserved. Later, these 
heritage destinations were rejuvenated by Mahant Prem Daas Ji whose name is yet inscribed at several 
antique relics including the structural edifices. He also inscribed a Saroop of Jagatguru Aad Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib Ji Maharaj with Sunheri Ang(s) which is untraceable in contemporary era. However, these antique 
heritages suffered great loss thru the War of Liberation. The Gurdwara of Jaffarabad was also demolished. 
Currently, the well dug under Guru Sahib’s guidance for the benefit of the locals lies at House No. 278, 
Road No. 26. The person who was allotted with his place, purchased it with 8000 takas, got a building built 
in 1968 and rented it to the UN Employees. Even, the inscription over the well which was constructed by 
Bhai Natha Ji suggested the entire history Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji’s travels got dented in the War of 


Liberation and can no longer be witnessed in this jurisdiction. 


In the due course of time, the Historical Well of Chittagong was damaged but due to the massive 
exertions of Baba Sukha Singh and Bangladesh Gurdwara Management Committee, it has been revived and 
surprisingly, the water of well is still fresh and sweet. Few years later, the Manji was converted to Gurdwara 
Sahib. The Gurdwara Sahib labelled as Gurdwara Sikh Temple Estate, Guru Nanak Building and well still 
exists where the devout Sikhs come for offering their prayers. With numerous requests from the disciples, 
the local administration constructed a Gurdwara here in Paharthali in the memory of Jagatguru Sahib Sri 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj’s celestial visit. Eventually, a Gurdwara Sahib was constructed in Mymensingh 
around 1945 and was named as Sri Guru Nanak Mandir. Bhai Heera Singh Ji was the initial chosen 
administrator of this Gurdwara. Still the water of the well excavated under Guru Pehli Patshah Ji’s 
directions is found sweetened and intact as it was. Bangladesh Gurdwara Management Committee along 


with Baba Sukha Singh Ji (Kaar Seva) have preserved these sites. 


It was during the war of liberation, the Sikh Shrines suffered great loss in which nearly 16 out of 20 
Historical Gurdwaras are demolished. The relics preserved at Bhai Baluki Daas Ji’s residence later came to 
be known as Gurdwara Sangat Tola were distorted. The painting suffered intense damages for which only 
few portions and the face was visible. A copy of this painting is yet prevailing at Victoria Museum’s 
Storeroom which can yet be glimpsed upon. These ruined relics of Bangladesh were discovered by Captain 


Bhag Singh Ji in the year 1975 from the family of Mata Kanchan Devi who presage to be the last descendant 
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of Bhai Baluki Daas Ji. Captain Bhag Singh Ji has incessantly rendered his strenuous efforts for preserving 
these articles at Gurdwara Sri Guru Nanakshahi and some in Gurdwara Sangat Tola of Dhaka. The Gurdwara 
at Paharthali got severely damaged and was ruined after The War of Liberation of 1971. Years later, some 
of the Railway Contractors got settled here who repaired the Gurdwara whilst its administration is under 


Gurdwara Management Committee, Bangladesh. Gurdwara Sri Nanakshahi holds the enlisted relics : 
1. Wooden Sandals (Kharaun) of Guru Pehli Patshah and Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji. 
2. An ancient painting of Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj. 


3. Two old Handwritten manuscript of Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj each of 18*12 inches comprising 
of 1336 pages with each page ornamented with various colours which has been found to be weighing around 


80 lbs. One amidst them is a Sunheri Bir which is presently in a state of conservation. 
4. The historical well dug by Bhai Natha Ji Udasin. 

5. An ancient tank in the premises of Sri Gurdwara Sahib. 

6. A Sikh Research Centre with numerous materials beside to Dhaka University. 


It is momentous to pen hereby that the significance of Sikhi prospered in such an extent amidst the 
regions of Bengal, Bangladesh and Assam that the Rulers of these states had to take refuge under the Khalsa 
Sant Sipahi(s) for repelling against the Portuguese, Turk(s) and Arakanese. Hence, a battalion of Sikh(S) 
always remained in a state of Tiyar Bar Tiyar at Gurdwara Sri Nanakshahi Dhaka under the administration 
as well as supervision of Takhat Sri Harimandar Ji Patna Sahib. This Gurdwara Sahib has presumed to be the 
principle Gurdwara of the country and it is solitarily Gurdwara Management Committee Bangladesh which 
is administering all the Gurdwaras prevailing all across the realm. Additionally, the relics of Nauwey 
Patshah, Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj includes the cot on which He was sedentary, His 
Painting made by royal painter Ahsan, the Farman stating the exception of tax from Guru Ghar and Few 
Hastlikhit Saroop(s) of Jagatguru Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj are all preserved at Gurdwara Sri 


Sangat Tola (Dhaka), Bangladesh. | confer my best wishes upon the readers of this book. 
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Gurdwara Sri Nanakshahi 
Dhaka (Bangladesh) connoting to 
' rs the year 1950s. The structure of 
hares | this building was rendered by Pari 
Bibi (The Descendant of Wazir 
Shiasta Khan) 


A northeast view of the ancient 
edifice, the architectural 
minutiae of which can be 

discerned on the external walls. 
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The substantial property of 
Gurdwara Sri Nanakshahi Dhaka 
as discerned in the year 1950s. 


The Samadh(s) of Sri 
Nanakpanthi Mahapurakh 
as used to be beckoned in 

the year of 1950s. 
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The Edifice of Sikh Research Centre in 
the premises of Gurdwara Sri Guru 
Nanakshahi (Dhaka) which is now 

being planned to be transformed into 

a Magnificent Sikh Museum with the 
incessant initiatives of Dr. Kazi Nurul 

Istam : Hon. Professor, Dept. of World 

Religions & Culture : Dhaka 
University, Bangladesh. 


The present-day exterior edifice of 
Gurdwara Sri Guru Nanakshahi 
(Dhaka), Bangladesh. 
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Handwritten Manuscript of Jagatguru 
Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj 
each of 18*12 inches comprising of 
y 1336 Ang(s), each of them ornamented 
| with various colours which has been 
found to be weighing around 80 lbs. 
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Puraatan Hastlikhit Sunheri Bir of 
Jagatguru Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
Maharaj which too weighs around 80 lbs. 
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The Kharaun / Wooden Sandals 
of Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Ji Maharaj at Gurdwara 
Sri Nanakshahi Sahib Ji (Dhaka). 


The Kharaun / Wooden Sandals 
of Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj at 
Gurdwara Sri Nanakshahi 
(Dhaka), Bangladesh. 
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The external edifice of Gurdwara Sri 
Sangat Tola Sahib Ji / Gurdwara Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji (Dhaka). 


The Hoarding appended upon 
Gurdwara Sri Sangat Tola Sahib Ji 
(Dhaka) where the date of its 
construction is cited as 1666. 
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The Hazuri Painting of Sagal 
Srisht Di Chadar : Nauvey 
Patshah Jagatguru Sahib Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj 
which was painted by Wazir 
(Governor) Shiasta Khan’s Regal 
Painter : Bhai Ahsan Ji. 
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Mata Kanchan Devi Ji 


(The Last Descendant of Bhai 
Baluki Daas Ji) 
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Mymensingh, Bangladesh. 


The Historical Well of Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj prevailing in the premises of 
Itihaasik Gurdwara Sahib : Mymensingh, 
Bangladesh. 
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Itihaasik Gurdwara: Sikh Temple Estate 
stationed in the jurisdiction of Chittagong. 


The Darbar Sahib of Itihaasik Gurdwara: Sikh #4 
Temple Estate stationed in the jurisdiction of (ih) 
Chittagong, Bangladesh. if 
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Born on ‘1st of June 1998, Sri Abinash Mahapatra confers to be a Young Sikh History 
Scholar who has authored 38 Books on Gurmat History & Philosophy. Being an Odia, 
his fluency in Punjabi, English, Hindi & Odia is matchless. These books authored by Sri 
Mahapatra have been prefaced, inaugurated and applauded by Jathedar Singh Sahib 
Baba Kulwant Singh Ji (Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib), Singh Sahib Gyani 
Gurvinder Singh Ji Nangli (Mukhi : Bhai Nand Lal Ji Gurmat Academy & Anandpuri 
Taksal Sri Sarbloh Bunga Jatha Nangli : Mis! Shaheedan Tarna Dal Baba Bakala Sahib), 
} Singh Sahib Baba Mehtab Singh Ji Bhamboi (Gurdwara Sri Akaal Bunga Gurmat 
Vidyalaya Bhamboi : Mis] Shaheedan Tarna Dal Baba Bakala Sahib), Singh Sahib Gyani 
Darshan Singh Shastri (Sri Dharam Dhuja Nirmal Akhara), Saabka Head Granthi Singh Sahib Gyani Partap 
Singh Ji (Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib) and Innumerable Governmental, Scholarly as well as Religious 
Dignitaries. Thus, his literary works on Gurmat Theologies are magnanimous. On 7th of January 2023, Panthak 
Honour and Dastaar Bandhi were conferred upon Sri Mahapatra Ji at Gurdwara Shahidi Asthaan Baba Naudh 
Singh Ji (Misl Shaheedan Tarna Dal Sri Baba Bakala Sahib) for intense works on Sri Dasam Bani. Similarly, Sri 
Abinash Ji was honoured by Jathedar Singh Sahib Baba Kulwant Singh Ji, Singh Sahib Baba Teja Singh Ji 
(Meet Jathedar Sahib : Shiromani Panth Akali Buddha Dal) and Singh Sahib Baba Tarlochan Singh Ji (Granthi 
Singh of Gurdwara Sri Sarbloh Bunga Sahib) on 26th of April 2023 at the Holy Land of Sri Abchalnagar Sahib 
Ji (Nanded, Maharashtra). The Present Book by Sri Mahapatra: “The Sikh History of Bangladesh” is a worth 
reliable and well researched documentary which accounts to be the first ever source authenticated by Hon. 
Chairperson of Gurdwara Management Committee (Bangladesh), Dhaka. Endorsed in the year 2019 which 
commemorated 550th Birth Anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, this research work by Sri Mahapatra Ji not 
only reflected upon existing Gurdwaras in this nation but has also resulted in excavating several Historic Sikh 
Legacies which have been largely unexplored till date. The author’s scholarly background can also be 
witnessed from the no. of books he has cited in this masterpiece along with accounts of his personal visit 
where he has cited the identities of persona he met therein. Above all, apart from being an author Sri Mahapatra 
is a Master’s Degree Holder in Life Sciences and has pursued Dual Degree in Hindustani Shastriya Sangeet 
pertaining to Sangeet Alankaar and Sangeet Vishaarad. His Musical Excellences have also been recognized by 
numerous Governmental and Musical Institutions. Sri Mahapatra’s authored book : “The Chronicles of Sri 
Gurmat Sangeet” is a practical essence of his melodic brilliance. Currently, Sri Abinash Mahapatra is residing 
in his native land : Balasore (Odisha) and is the President of Punjabi Global Foundation (Odisha Chapter), 
Executive Member of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Religious and Charitable Trust & Incharge of Eastern - Deccan 
Zone at The Sevadaars of International Khalsa Harmony. 


A Imprint of Publication Bureau : Punjabi Global Foundation (Odisha Chapter) 
Address : At - Makalpur, Po. - Motiganj, Dist. - Balasore (Odisha), Pin — 756003. 
Punjabi Global Foundation Contact No. : 8984048446, Email Id : mybelovedguru9@gmail.com 
(Odisha Chapter) 


